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The Epiſtle 
— Prince) your Birth giues you the 
beſt priuiledge to expreſſe the 
' worthineſſe of Vertue; } ſee not 
but her followers, eyther in Art 
or Aftion, ſhould neceſſarily flie - 
ro your High Patronage . This | 
confideration makes my low de- | 
7 on looke ward, which in 
this "at leaſt will merit your 
> View, that the Saence of De- 
"fence,not pnworthilyſtiled No-"- 
ble, ( if eyther truely praftiſed, - |, 
or rightly ynderſtood ) was ne- 
 uer before 1n our Language, 
brought to any Method. The 
Profeſſors thereof being ſo is- 
norant., that they could rather 
doe, then make demonſtration, © 
Wo 


| Dedicatorie. 
'|' or reduce their doing to any 
certaintie of principle. 
Many are the imputations 
| laid vponthis Art, ( for ſuch I 
dare now affirme it ) the chiefe 
whereof is, the increafimg our 
bloudy and irreligions Duels, 
which if the name of this Sci- 

; ence, being called of Defence , 
: ll n00 auoyd, yet the moſt li- 


| centious age of the Romanes 
| ſhall ſufficiently cleare : No Hi- 

ſtory of thoſe times making men- 
tion of any Duello or ſingle fight 
fo the loſſe of any Noble Perſon 
in that State , or diſreputation 


of the publique Tuſtice. Yet that 
this kinde of battell was knowne 


and 


The Fpitt 


and in ſome-caſes approued a- 
mone$t the Romanes. The Hi- 
] {dull betweene the Curatij 
and the Horatij, and that fa- 
mus Ducll berweene iorquas 
tus and the French-man, appa- 
 rantly ſpeake. 
iD It is not then the publique 
profeſſion of this Science, nor 
tbe multiplicitic of Profs eſſors 
that increaſe theſe deſperate aſ- 
|  faſinations : for Knowledge be- 
' gets Wiſedome, and Iiſedome 
t by how much it participates of 
Skilt with Diſcretion, miſdoubt- 
eth the ſame in another,and con- 
tf cludes ſafety as the ſumme of 
her abilitie. This is manifeſt 
mn 


? 


| Dedicatorie, 
n the Italians, the firſt inuey- 
ters of Foyle-weapon, and the 
cunninest Pradtiſers ,Wwhere not= 


withſtanding theſe finale Com 
bats are rather reported then 


ſeenez and yet in ruder Cottntries 


as Poland, &c. nothing more 
common; which 7 impute wholy 
ro adaring Tenorance. Neyther 
bad this knowledge of Dcetence, 

if iuſtly tax; with any [o wicked 
effetts, been graced with ſo many 
Authentick priuiledges in all well 
gouerned States,nor the Profeſe 


ſors thereof had receined ſuch 


honor and refpett, inſomuch that 
amoneit the Romancs ſome of 
them had their Statucs erefted, 

as 


not) forcing the ſame. 


a4 a Remeate to an Pnauoyded 


way preſumption in Goliah,was 


The Epiſtle 
a;Plutarch witneſſeth . . Theſe 
Reaſous (if my iudgement faile 


- Firſt, Neceſlitie at home, 


Diſeaſe, in oppoſing ſodaine af- 


ſaults, which from Caine, plea- 


ding Antiquitte , Will not now 
doſe their plantation. And fence 
Innocence is no protettion 4- 


gainſs murtherous intents, God 
and Nature follerate this De- 


fence. 

The ſecond is,Publique good 
abroad, for. auoyding bloud, 1f | 
the ſtate of a War ſhould require 
a fingle Tryall, which howſoener 


rruc 


F 
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Dedicatotie. 
true valor in Dauid : the imi= + 
tation of tbis example, hath 
beene frequent in. great Per- 
ſons in forraigne, and memo- þ. 
rable in our owne Country : as 
berweene Edmund, ſurnamed 
Ironſide, and King Canute , 
f0 4 happy iſſue. Neythor can I 
forget an offer in the ſame kinde 
made in more late. yeeres, be- 
tweene Frances the firſt, King of 
France, aud Charles the fit, 
_ Emperour , though without ef= 


The laſt Reaſon &, - Com-. 
mendable and profitable Ex- 
crciſe. Firſt, no other re- 
creation carries fo generall im- 


| ploymens 


W 


| The Epiſile | 


ployment. both of body and 
minde, as this .doth : for here 
F. -|- the Feete labour equally with 
i | the Hands, the Eye and the 
ll - Trdgement walke together : and 
for theprofit, it leads to as much 
Vſe in making the perſon ready 
and aaring fo the Wwarre; as 
= Horſemanſhip begets dexteritie\ - 
j © for theſhocke.The Schoole of our | 
4»  priuate Prattiſe being the ſame 
E -- to the Battell, that the Muze 
| fs to the Troope . * for with what 
confidence ſhall hee goe 0n -ypon 
many , that bath no knowledee 


| |= 180 give him hope of ſafety from 


One. 
Pardon my tedious diſcomrſe_ 


(moſs 


much herein ) I returns from 


Dedicatorie. 
. (moſt, Excellent Prince) if it be 
a Crime, not Error but Zeale of 
' fends: for bow can I chooſe but 
ſpeake much of Armes to you, 
whom wee all expett the moſt 
Heroyicke Profeſſor and Defen- 
der of the ſame : to which your 
future abilitie in your high At- 
chieuements , if my poore ende= 
uours may piue the leaſt furthes- 
rance- ( as I promiſe my ſelfe. 


Jour Acceptance, loaden with 
| Full reward and happieſt ex- 
 peftance : whom no ſecond 
refpett could induce to the yn- 
dertakins this ſo difficult. a . 
Labour, which my __ ſhall 

11 


 TheEpiltle, &c. 
in your command, in all humble 
ſeruice, be ener at attendance £0 
make good, reſting Y 


The moſt denoted 


Seruant to you and 


your Princely Vertues, 


'G, H. Gente. 


Primate Schoole of 
Defence... 
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== Ome bold opinion. 
EF that Skill auayleth 

VEE little or nothing in 

\ +> fight; and Fon. a 
a ſo ſoone as they 
ſhall ſee this Title, 
will caſt away the Diſcourſe, as an 
vnprofitable Argument. Heethat 
1s the moſt obſtinate enemie to 
bimſelfe, in reieing the _ 


e 
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ill , muſt necdes confelſe it no 
vaine Exerciſe,af the aptneſle and 
facilitie be onely thought on, to 
which the ative practiſe of ir 
brings'the body, and enables it for 


- enduring in fight. Bur to the point 


of materiall vic. 
*Ot ſuch mens vnderſtandings 
I woyu.d know how comes it (then) 
thatan ignorant handlerof a Vea- 
pon meeting vvith an ordinarie 
Profeſlor of Defence at Foyles, can 
neyther certainely giuc offence,nor 
auord it 
They will anſwere mee, that at 
blunt, a man comes boldly on, and 
is not troubled with any ſuch con- 
ſiderarions, as at ſharpe muſt of 


- neceſſitie diſorder his rememse 


brance, and put him out of fight. 
To that,thus;All rules (indeed) 
mult admit ſome exceptions: heat 
or cold my ſomewhat diſtract a 


when 


"Y 


of Defence.. 
fighter; heate in caſting him too 
forwardly vpon a danger : cold- 
neſſe in not preparing him to fol- 
low an aduantage of offence, yet 
theſe come neuer wholy to preiu> 
dice the vic of $kill : for, ſpeaking 
of ſuch an heatc as alwayes fals vp- 
on this peril]; wee muſt not vnder- 
ſtand irto be {1mply that heat need- 
fully belonging to courage; for 
then it is an orderly Vertue , and 
loſeth no ſtrength eyther borne 
with it, ortaught itz but it muſt be 
forced vp into much anger (which 
ſcldome happens in the Defens» 
dant, for whoſe cauſe onely wee 

profcſle teaching) before it can 
| turnea man into that weaknelic. 
Where it doth happen,it is a kinde 
of madnelle, which (for the crime) 
loſeth all reaſon, as much as thar 
ag of skill : and ſhall good aduice 

c 


altogether negleced becauſe 
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-a madde man is vncapable of it ? 
- Then touching Coldnes, though 
it be brought downe into the very 
| baſeneſle of Feare in one, vert it is 
. "Impoſſible ro make Skill vtterly of 
no vie to him. For the geſture of 
the body-vpon ſuch a danger, will 
naturally fall into thoſe motions 

. that it hath got by praQtiſe. 

.._ So tharskillto cuery reaſonable 
man is ſomething a friend, - But 
when it is cntertained by one na= 
turally of a good temper, it canby 
no meanes fall vnder any of their 
ObieCtions that diſpiſe it; for ſuch 
a man brings no more fury, nor 
leſſe aſſurance with him into the 
Field, then the Schoole, andthere- 
fore will haue as much aduantage 
of an ignorant man in fight, as 

- there is difference berweene them 
inpraQiſe. 
To excmplifie this, you may 
il read 


of Defence... 
read of one Coranſs,a Noble man, 
who from two and twenty Duellves 
returned Conquerour : Being de- 
manded the reaſon by ſome that 
conſidered the equalitie of his ad- 
- uerſaries in ſhew, and the vncer- 
eaine chances of the field: hee an- 
ſwered , Strength, Length, Cou- 
rage, Temper and Cunning.So he 
concluded Nature in Art, and at- 
tributed the managing of thoſe 
parts hee was borne with, to the 
abilitic of thoſe hee was taught. 
Since therefore that the Science 
of Defence 15 vnderſtood to be a 
profeſſion of vſe, it followes to ex- 
amine che defects of Teachers, and 
to reſolue vpon the worth of the 
knowledge : which followes imme- 
_ diatelyafter our Defminon. 
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| Iudiciall part or Judgement. 


, The Defnition - he 


Science of Defence, with 
the parts theretorequired. 


®HE Science of Defence 
L E # is an Art Geometricall, 
MA wherewith the body is 
Nr ouarded with a ſfingleor 
double weapon from wrong ofthe 
Offender, or the greateſt diſaduan- 
rage of his Offence. 

The Parts thereto require 


are 


Strenethand Judgement. 


Vnders trenathare comprehen-. 


ded fwiftneſſe of motion and quick- 


nefſſe of Eye; where abilitic is with= 
out perfection ot theſe, it is bur a 
ſupply of defects, drawne from the 


Vader 


of Defence... : 
Vnder Tadgement fall the conſi- 
derations of Tome, Place, and Di- 
ſtance. 
Ic hath ſeemed to many that 
there ts nocertainty inthis Science, 
which granted, it muſt Joſe his ty- 
. tle; 1n whoſe behalfe wee cannot 
but with great reaſon aucrre , that 
as the body is punQuall, ſo ic hath 
2 iuit circumference in the hands 
and fect,which to defence and ſafes 
guard thereof, runne 1n an equall 
line, which extended with ſtrength 
ina iuſt proportion, make the bo- 
dy the ſame as the Poynt is in Cir- 
cle, vntoucht or impoſſible co be 
violated. 
To them that obie&t Example 
again(t Knowledge, in that none or 
few, haue cuer attained this height 
of aſſurance, I can make no other 
anſwere, then argue from their 
owne Schoole, and ſay, that none. 
| DB 3 or 
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or few, in diſputation, euer gaue 
.__ fatisfaQtion without ſome doubr, 
therefore Logickeis no Art of true 
diſputing. True it 15,all Arts and 
Sciences have their 4uſt and abſo- 

Jute bound, to which though inthe 

ſpeculative part or Theorie , many 

haue/arriued,none ever did 1n pra- 
iſe. Since as in thole of words, 
many ſubtilties and nimble inuen- 
«tionsoppreſſe and wreſt the beſt ex- 
poſitions : ſo in thoſe of exerciſe 
of the body, the inequalitic of 
place, as the flipping of ground, 
dazcling of {1ght, many times dif: 
2 order the belt and ſureſt way of 
=. Defence and Knowledge. Where. 

- fore though by the weakneſle of 
mans caſvall nature, wee can pro» | 
miſe to our Scholler no poſitive 
ſecuritie, yet the imperfection in 
the learner, makes the Art no whit 
leſle certaine or ſingular, 


To 


of Defence. 


To thoſe that reieRt the Science, _ 
becauſe they . cannot promiſe 
themſclues ſupreame excellence,is 
to reiethe ſtudy of Phyſlicke, be- 
cauſe hee cannot be a Galen, or a 
Paracelſus; or if any (hall from the 
fall of ſome man of the ſword ( as 
our word men tearme them)bythe 
ynskilfull arme of ſome rude aſſai- 
ler, contemne our inſtruction, I 
would haucſuch a youth turne Mu- 
letor, becauſe Yentidiwus that rubd 
Aſſes, came to be Conſull, and Ya- 
lerins Cato the Grammarian be- 
came a hackney-man : Fortune not 
Science herein is to be blamed. 
Notwithſtanding, that the cx- 
, cellence of this Science may not 
want Example; I cannot forget the 
memorable perfeAion of the two 
Romanes By:thus and Bacchus, who 
hauing fought cightcene ſeverall 
Combats or Duelloes , returned 
B 4  / - hab 
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both without hurt, and at the laſt , 
were both, ar one Paſſage , runne 
through and thine, leauing no 

place to Iudgcment, that could 
glue preeminence to eyther:where- 
vpo1n it became a Prouerbe in Tct- 
3's of cqualicic, B:thus contra Bae- 
chum, But ] haug digreſt too farre 
In m4onw rebus voluſſe ſat eſt; In 

» high matrrers it (hall ſuffice cofir in 

_ PThabus Chayre, though wee can= 

| not Tunne his full dayes journey : 

wherefore wee returne againe tO 

E | handie the parts derined, which 

m2ke toapproucour Defmnitionzgthe 
Eye and the Foote, 

__ Thatwhichwee call Stren2th, is 
not onely a Bucke-beating abibrie 
of thc arine;for the point,towhich 
a'l vic of weapon 1s now with great 
reaſon reduced, 15 not ſo blunt 
but linallfurce makes it enter :nct- 

» _ therin Longe rPaſſageis thekorce — 

x, FER required - 


SORE OTE 
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requiredſo much as ſbift of body, 
to which the Eye muſt like a faith- 
full Centinell give warning, and 
the Frete nimbly giue perfor- 
mance : for ifthe Eye faile in per- 
cciuing opportunitie, or the Feete 
intaking it, in vaine is the force of 
arme: on theſe two then we ground 
Abilitic, to.which the Iudgement 
gives the crowne or conquett. 

Ne w for Judgement, as wee ſaid 
before, Time muſt be obſerue# 
when, Diſfance where, Place how, 
Occaſion of Time and Diſlance may 
leeme faire to the eye, yet the 
. Place may iuſtly barreit. As where 
open way is giuen to a Paſſage with 
aduantape, the incertaintic of ioo- 
ting may caſt you too forward,and 
diſorder your weapon by vnſetled 
motion. Apaine, Plate and Diſtance 
may both draw you on, yet Time 
may promiſe by letting ſlip thae 
__ occaſion 


P 
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oxcahon,fome opener way tO grea- 


we: advantage | : fox vpon every 
Nlezght baring gf che arme, it is 


herter to make ofter of hurt co that - 

Dart. then on home: tor fuch prof- 3; 
fe Manv TMes drawes the aduer- 
ſan r6 © Guard, that negleds a 
Mace 9f "more dead}v danger. Latt- 
Jv. 7 ame anc Place May both ſuc- 
ceedc to vour wiſhes, yet Diſlanee 
mas 1u{tv checke your reſolution : 
fo: to no -obſeruation more then 
tn: 1 the Jearrment required, 
whit: dine from our purpoſe to 
te: gowns 1t: 1gure, ] reterre you to 
ens iaborious worke of Giosen de 
Grals:. te iraitar., who handles this 
porn! at ;arge, anc hath tooke vp 


\muct: ground 1 thy expreſſion 


Ligreo! 

Tis much for our ſpeculative 
par in thus Science wherein | know 
HUE Cal Gliagrec With ue : Which 


| 
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I could not omit to ſer downe, be- 
cauſe it makes to the honour of the 
worthy Profeflors of this Science, 
whom deſire the courteous Rea- | 
der by no meanes to imagine that 
L am ſo ignorant to meane, where 
any queſtion is made of their (uf- 
ficienciec in this Booke : for 1 care 
boldly affirme, for generall Vea- 
pons no Country can afford more 
able and ſufficient profeſſors then 
this our owne in their perfor- 
mance; whole teaching I will nor 
diſpraiſe, if it come noe within. 
compaſle of theſe following Taxa- 
tions, which by way of Obiection 
and Reſolution, I prelume, | haue 
made apparantly worthy of cenſuce 
to all indifferent praQifers. 


The 


T] I% DetedA \ of the Teachers 
. of Defence, dilconcyed by way 
6: Obs (1 /08, na the {YUC v/e 
thereot {er Jowne un tlie 
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OBv1irctioNn 


F 0/7 of tre common Teach- 
" ers vle but ons forme of 
| play amd rect all men aitke 
> w:thout obſer wimy the nd- 


 Twre of the Stholler, wheth:r 114 be of 


« bot ſpirit er acold; or 1h;ether hee 
haut auuantare or tiſarnaniige m 
1 j | _ '4 - 

i-n:1t, ſnort ſje. firenpth or weak- 


/ 
| 


ne of arms or body. 


Reſo- 


of Defence. 


RxrSOLVTIONC . 


HE E that ſhall rcach a ſtrong 

4 Aman with a ſingle weapon to. 
runne Paſſages with ſhifr,takes from 
him the aduantage of his ſtrength, 
who ſhould eyther atrend the C lo/e, 

. or hauing length to his ſtrength, 
ſhould ſtanding offend to the nea= 
reſt,as in this Booke you ſhall fin.de 
vnder the title Order for f12b:. Or 
hee that (Fall reach a weake man 

ſmele weapon or binding Paſſage for, 

the Cloſe of adnantave,torfeites him 

to a ſtrong mans mercy,though he 
hath much lefle courage or skill. 

 Whereby the defe in the Obie. 
Qion plainely appeares, as in ma- 
ny other, riſing from this cx- 
ample, 


Obicction 


& 
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OB1tcrtiON II. 


J# E publike Teachers teach, at 
many weapens.as they gineit out 
in their Challenges, 45 thenwgh encry 
Weapon were wſed with ſencrall 
Guards ana Defences, one contrary 
fo another. 


- 


RrSOLVTIONo 


T. His is meere deceipt, toblinde 
the eyes of their ſpeRators in 
publicke, as they doe their Schol- 
lers in priuate : for all mentioned 
in the defe@ are contayned in two 


weapons, that is ſingle Rapier and - 


Quarrter-ſtaffe, and their defences, 


as youſtall finde in the rules of 


Practue. 
ObicR. 


WA 
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E nt teach all men to lye at « ſet- 
. led puard with their whole breſt 
towards their enemies, and doe like- 
Wiſe make them truſt to 4 Dappers 


defence. 


REesSOLVTILON. 


O give the whole breſt, when 
the more thin the body offers 
ir ſelfe to the offender, the more 
free it is frombeing huct,is noleſle 
abſurd, then if they ſhould teach 
' only to guard the head, & leauethe 
breſt open: for 'of dangers chooſe 
- thelcaſt. Laftly,for defencc,hethacr 
cruſts ro his Dagger, cannor poſſ:- 
bly at that inſtant offend with the 
ſame. And there is no ſurer prin- 
ciple then this; there is no good de- 
fence without offence: neither = 

cence 
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oftence without defending, which 
lince onely the Rapicr or Sword 
Can moit certainly doe, the mayne 
ot doth mult necellarilie be caſt vp- 
ON them. 


L 
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OB:ircrion IITIL 


FH E Pubicke Dreſeſſors 'sf this 
$ceence. teach nothing af Backe- 
Sword, and Sword and Dagoer,but- 
Ihe Laye B05 


TY | 
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[- the point beares the blowin 

nent as lcfic ingaging him that 
proffers 2 thruſt, then him that of- 
fe:19s with edge,which I know and 
they cannot aeny,it1s as much Pre 
11g1ictal, ro rheir Schollers.to teach 
them the bare blow at Sword and 
Dagger, as if they ſhould at 
Fapicr onely to rhruſt and not di 

£0 | order ; 


J 
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order : the neceſſary vie whereot 
you ſhall inde in the next Reſolu- 


tion, 


OBnIrGTION WS 


N jingle Rapier , and Raprer and 
| Dapper, they teach all therr Schol- 

lers 45 they call them, Stucks, 9ther- 
wiſe Longe, to throw them nts bit 
without diſorgering thew aduerſe 
Rapier : and doe likewiſe reach Pal- 
lages, io runne them rirhs forward 
Vpon their enemie, * 


L 


REeESOLVT1ION, 


TO my knowledge there is no * 
otfroding Loawge , ocherwite 
Stuck, vpon any man,with any late- 
tie; without d;/ordey : and no P4/- 
ſagethar is done without /5f?, can 
be without greazfdanger. Sh 
C © Odicct. 
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rage to the ſpectator, and is much 


T 


 otbert: 00 Jo anath. hol the ſame 
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"DAE" "30 vet 


th Bey will ſuffer their Schollers 
to [ce one xr practiſe, and 


likewiſe they themſelues will diſcoucr 
Euery ARS Play 18 AN) mu. 


RESOLVTION. 


O let any man ſee anothers 
practiſe, giueth much aduan- 


prejudiciall vnto him whoſe 'pra- 
Riſe is ſcene: and moſt murthe- 
rous and damnable in the Teacher 
ro betray their owne Schollers to 


death. 


OvitcriON vil 


Hey will ſcldome or nener febe 
in the ſame puard they teach 


guard 


oF Defanie. 


- 


[- > good to morrow they vſed ye- 
erday. 


ResSoLivrtiloN, 


T Heir knowledge is accidentall, 
not materiall, they hauc ſome 
generall notions, which (wanting 
Art) they cannot reduce to heads 
and principles : how can hee then 
be conſtant in one guard, that can- 
not ſet downe any for beit, and 
yecid a reaſon thereof? 
Hence it comes that I was taught 
more ina weeke by an vnderitan- 
ding Artiſt, then I could learne in 
ſeauen yearcs praiſe in publique 
Schooles. And if any of their 
Schollers happen to be excellent, 
it proceedes rather out of their 


- owne wittie and induſtrious obſer- 


uance vypon the accidents of pra+ - 
Qiſc , then from any cerraine do- 
C 3 monl(tra- 


__ The Prinate Schoole 


 monſtration of their Teachers, 
___ Conſidering all theſe aduant- 
\  ges and diſaduantages, let eucry 
man make his owne Praiſe Prie 
vatc, and with thoſe hee may haue 
 nocauſe to deale withall : for their 

-nicetrickes in Schooles, or Player- 
like tights at many Weapons vpon 
| Stages,arc mere (hadowes without 
tubttance. Therefore let Art and 
Nature be 1joyned 1n one. 


Oracr in fiebt. 


"HE managing of a Quarrell is 

halte the ws Ini 
let cucry man be rather Defender, 
for hee hath the aduantage of the 
Offender m choyſe of Weapons. 
Le: him 1f hee bee ſtrong make 
choiſe of a fingle Weapon, eyther 
being a long Rapier, or a long 
Sword : for the Challenger hath 
therby the dlladuanatge of a ſtrong 


| of Defence... 


point to help his weakeneſſe vpon 
the Cloſe. Or likewiſe a Turkey $4- 
matorie;tor he is crooked, and hath 
a broad point that will not enter, 
and therein is the leaſt danger of 
all; and is much ava feable for 4 
ſtrong man for the Cloſe of aduan- 
tageto diſarme. 

Let him that is weake of body, 
and hath a ſhort reach, make choiſe 
of a double Weapon,being a (horr 
Rapier and Dagger, or ſhort Sword 
and Dagger : {o may he che caher 
command them to help his weake- 
nefle; for he muſt keepe his enemie 
from the Cloſe, Therctore ler him 
giue a lictle ground, for thac wall 


encourage his cnemie. (a {trong 


man defirous to cloſe)co cometors- 


Croſſe: wth ft vnexpe- 
Red: or if he hath leogeh and nor 
ed .. {trengeh 


man; for hee cannot command his 


_— 


_ wards. Then is your Paffage, or + 
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| ſtrength, lethim offend tothe nighe 

] eſt parts, otherwiſeanſwere. 

. Likewiſc'if a ſtrong man be of- 

, | fender, and hath along reach, let 

- him offend atlength to the nighelſt 
part, orelſe to ſceke for the Cloſe of 
4duantage as aforelaid. 


j 


To help the length of a ſhort man: 


E a weake man be offender ha- 

uing a ſhort reach,let him runne 
Paſſages vpon his enemie, with as 

-. much /hrfrof bodyas he can:Shun 
' the Cloſe; for if hee ſecke to hit at 
length, heegiues aduantage to his 
enemie tohurt him; for his enemie 

hath aduantagear length by reach, 
and aduantage of ſtrength vpon 
. -theCloſe;or if hee beſtrongthough 
ſhort of reach ,let him make choyſe 
| ofaſingle Weapontodilarme., 


To 


J | 


of Defence... 
 Tobelp the ſirength of « 


weake man. 


% 


Hree things help the ſtrength 
of a weake man : change the 
point when the aduerſc ſeckes to 
rakeit; change backe to recouer it; 
or elſe open your fide, and then ir 
is not well to betaken. 


A good Guard 


T? hee that lyeth with the right 

fide as thinne as hee can,towards 
his enemie, and the point no high- 
er then the ſhoulder, truſting to 
your Rapier or Swords defence;for 
thereby your enemie hath lirtle 
roome to hit, and you the leſle to 
defend. And alfo a good guarddif- 
courageth the enemie to offend, 
andis ready alwayes to defend. He 


+ that dazels much neucr defends 
| * well: for if you offend when hee 


C 4 dazels, 


F ' S 
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- I, rant CE Wh hools 


Awels he can nevehen certannly de 
C1 himfelfe. NO . . vr. 
Hoe thai doch race many 
onards, «« moſl commonly CON 
ftan; ir none. and In hgh chai be- 
hanies anc moaſl to be conſtant mn 
4 DIM PHATG. ANC {Jow co part Out 
Wit how: O7ea. adnanage : tor hee 
ha! offend \ jv thereby the calicr 
5 0 anc 1: VOL ofte nd VN One 
12; res at his OUATo. o#nd tothe 
nine! BAri.iot ther. VOU may goeC 
auizke of - and if vou offend to 
_ TNT Ornert Darts that Wverh turther 
of, vour oftence # flow, 2nd moſt 
commoni'' paf: recoucry, uf it doe ' 
m1: o7 not; tor # Rape: enters, and 
b Gvt1:10: 2: tt Fovic doth, belpe 
a t:2: Oficrrae: of agar, but rather 
2; tnercuy tart mſelic. 


Privciples 


l | 


of Defence ;: 
| Primriples belong ing fs Firht. 
lay 11) Irmger wWithir: rear of 


Y 
a= enetnie then your ace Her. 
ding. 
Offend alwayes vprm the acnere 
comming forward: 


weapons .point ſtraight 122r, jor 
enemies breſt, for ther, 154; arg 41- 
Waycs ready to defend your (eite. 
and offend your enernie. 

| Many trickes doe ito much 


few; three defends the nicie. 


Rules of Pra5e(e. 
1 Lone. 
$i Palace. 
i 11.3 Ghats Oiehks ana GB Ge , hs 
them backs iv your gray s. 
'K 4 Any 


In offending pI #; T7 } *13P - 


crouble the minde: knew ul vie 


4 


13s to make him maintaine a fingle 


Dagger : and laſtly, to maintaine 


The priuate Schoole 

And likewiſe three Offences. 

1 Dy/oracr Lone. 

2 Diſoracr Paſſage. | 

; ) our bmame Paſſage for the 
Cloſe of aauantage, 

The Dagger helpes the Rapier 
eſpecially in twothings in Offence. 

1 Paſ/a e. 

* © roffe-Paſſice | 

And two in Defence. _ 
1 When the Rapter bendes high the 
Daz ger benaes low. 

2 Or when the Dagger binds bigh 
the Raprer bindes low. 
The chiefeſt way to force a man 
to good practile for play or fght, 


weapon againſt all aduantages. - 
Firſt, Jet him learne fingle Ra- 
pier : then to maintaine ſingle Ra- 
picr againſt Rapier and Dagger ; 
and likewiſe againſt Sword and 


ſhore 


of Defence... 


| (ſhort Sword againſt all the afore- 
| faidaduantages. 

I have concluded my rules of 
PraQtiſe, and thewhole Booke,with 
the moſt neceſlary inſtruction be- 
longs tothis Science, and the lea(t 
obſerued in Schooles, which is the 
maintaining of Defetts: this being 

the ſcope and trueend of our Ski, 

to help the weake,wherein the ron- 
gelt ſhall alſo confeſſe himſelfe to 

. want this knowledge, it he conlider 
the vic thereof in accidental! quar- 
rels, which cannot be denied muc\ 
to exceede occaſions for the field : 
for ſuppoſing himſelfe incident to 
| ſodaine on-ſets, how is hce prout» 
ded with his wearing weapon, be» 
ing for the moſt part, a {ingle Ra» 
picr or ſhort Sword ,to defend him 
ſclfe fromthe aduantage of 2 Sword 
and Dagger, Rapicr and er, 
or Halberd whereas woes. 
a24int 


'F\ 


— — = 


having eyes and armes, I would 
- have him practiſe thoſe Weapons 
and Guards may belt perfeR his 
condition, being neyther able to 
purſue nor retyre, This I could ex- 
preſie, being a man my ſelfe 'de» - 


The priuate School: 
againſt this vnequall oppoſition (as 
in the Chapter before preſcribed) 
he ſhall inde himlſelfe enabled not 
one]y for defence in this extremity, 
but alſo may offend his aduerfarie, 
as [ hane ſcene. vpon the publique 


Stage, aſ{ingle Rapier moſtſhame- 


fully foyle both Halberd and halfe 
Pike. To,addeto this ſupply of de- 
fe, | would haue a man wanting 
one hand,or oneeye, by praQtiſe,to 
helpe his imperfeQtion : or being 
lame-in'both armes , with his feete 
and ſhift of body., to cleare thar 
defect (all cunning in this Artcon- 


ſiting more in feete then hands.) - 


Further, ſhould one be lamein feet 


fetiue, 


\ 


'J 


| Art examine theequal 


of. Defance... 


feQiue,but that at and demonſira- 
| Lion, not words , muſt make this 
apparant, wherein I referre my 
ſclfe to iudicious tryall concluding 
with an Anſwere to one ObieQtion, 
_ thatwill ariſe from meaneſt vnder- 

ſtanding, being this. 
Why ſhould fo fewof our Fen- 
cers ariue to this knowledge, or 
to no more height of doing, then 
this diſcouery of their defeQs _ 
manifeſted ? 
 - I anfwere, theſe two condiciite | 

muſt concutre to make a Fencer 


abſolute, 478 and Natare; now for 
itic of thoſe 


| Vſhers ou crs _— S Vp, you 

_ ſhall fnde nod Wipe Burchers, 
Byr-makers , = Or 
Truncke-makers, men envred to 
the hide, rather able ro bcar blowes 
_ then auoyd them. Whence wee fee 


a Gentleman or Aruit,»ho can re- 
duce 


MT 
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| duceknowledge vnto rule, in ſmall 
f time out-goes his Teacher hauing 
| both Hands, Art and Nature, his 
| Schoole-maſter wanting one, and 
| 
| 


many times both of them. Not 
'.__ that this my taxation reacheth to 
. all Maſters of Defence : for I haue 
fſecne ſome, whom | muſt confeſſe 


to be both knowing and able, who 


F deteſt our commonly applauded, 
rude, and buffeting play ; whoſe 
Hs ludgements will be as far from de- 
f ' praving mee or my worke,as I ſhall 
= be from the leaſt enuy towards 
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